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From the point of view of practical ecclesiastical
politics. Manning was a far more valuable
acquisition to Rome than Newman had been.
He had'many intimate associations with the most
influential quarters, which he used whole-
heartedly to promote the interests of the Church.
He had not long to wait to prove his value. When
the Crimean war broke out he persuaded the
War Office, in face of bitter Protestant opposition,
to permit Roman Catholic nuns to go out as
nursing sisters, and to add considerably to the
number of Roman Catholic chaplains. The
situation bristled with difficulties, since the
authorities at Rome objected to the Religious
serving under the orders of Florence Nightingale,
a lay woman and a heretic. The sisters more than
justified themselves by their devotion, and rela-
tions were more or less amicable with the tem-
pestuous and tyrannical Florence. Among the
Roman Catholic nurses, who was not a Religious,
was Mary Stanley, sister of the great Dean of
Westminster, who served the wounded as effici-
ently as Miss Nightingale herself.

After the war, Manning and Miss Nightingale
had a rather bitter dispute, and she wrote of him
as " a decidedly clever fellow, who somehow or
the other by foul more than by fair means gets all
things his own way."
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